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Career 
 
1995 - 1997:  McGrath & Co, Birmingham 
1998 - 2000:  Mills & Reeve (Birmingham office): Assistant Solicitor 
2000-01:  Browne Jacobson (London office): Assistant Solicitor 
2001-Present:  Carson McDowell LLP:  

Assistant (2001 – 2002);  
Associate (2002 – 05);  
Partner (2005 – 19)  
Managing Partner (2019 to date) 

 
Admitted to the Roll 
June 1997:  England & Wales  
November 2001: Northern Ireland  
July 2016:  Ireland   
 
Memberships 

 Law Society of Northern Ireland 

 Law Society of Ireland 

 Law Society of England & Wales 

 Association of Regulatory and Disciplinary Lawyers (ARDL) 

 Law Society of Northern Ireland’s Clinical Negligence Practitioners Group (CNPG) 
(founding member) 

 Queen’s Bench Division Clinical Negligence Sub-Committee (High Court of Northern 
Ireland) (founding member) 

 Northern Ireland Medico-Legal Society 
 
Experience 
 
Roger’s breadth of experience includes:  
 
Clinical Negligence claims  
 

 Acting on behalf of several hundred healthcare professionals (general practitioner and 
independent sector consultants) in professional negligence claims; 

 Successfully defending a general practitioner to Trial in respect of an alleged failure to 
diagnose RSV which led to acute encephalopathy [Smith v McCloskey; HHJ Stephens; 
December 2016]; 

 Securing the discontinuation of several multi-million pound birth injury claims against 
private consultant obstetrician and gynaecologists;  

 Achieving a favourable outcome on behalf of the MDDUS and MPS in connection with 
litigation surrounding the operation of Waiting List Initiatives in Northern Ireland;  



 

 Obtaining a discontinuation of a claim against a general practitioner in a high value claim 
for delayed diagnosis of a brain aneurysm;  

 Representing a general practitioner in the first formal clinical negligence mediation in 
Northern Ireland;  

 Assisting on the Birmingham ‘Bone Tumour’ Litigation; and 

 Day-to-day conduct of the Kaltsas litigation. 
 
Regulatory/Professional Discipline Cases 
 

 Regularly representing clients in the defence of regulatory and professional discipline 
investigations brought by UK and Irish healthcare regulators, including the General 
Medical Council, General Dental Council, the Regulation and Quality Improvement 
Authority, the Nursing and Midwifery Council, and the Irish Medical Council; 

 Representing a consultant neurologist at the centre of Northern Ireland’s largest ever 
patient recall in respect of investigations by the General Medical Council, the Regulation 

and Quality Improvement Authority and the Police Service of Northern Ireland (Voluntary 
erasure of Northern Ireland neurologist being investigated for poor diagnosis to be 
challenged | The BMJ 2021; 375: n2958); 

 Achieving a ‘no sanction’ determination for a consultant obstetrician & gynaecologist 
before the General Medical Council in relation to a traumatic delivery [Doctor who caused 
decapitation of baby free to return to work | UK news | The Guardian; 5th June 2018]; 

 Successfully appealing a Determination of the Fitness of Practise Panel to the Court of 
Appeal in Belfast, resulting in an oft-cited judgment overturning a finding of impaired 
fitness to practise and sanction in relation to sexual assault allegations [Casey v The 
General Medical Council [2011] NIQB 95]; 

 Successfully defending the interests of a medical practitioner, in a case involving an 
admission of inadequate treatment made years after the event [ GP: I gave overdose that 

killed woman I Belfast Telegraph; 12th July 2008]; 
 Securing a finding of ‘no impairment of fitness to practise’ in a case involving an allegation 

of lack of probity on behalf of a general practitioner;  
 
Inquests 
 

 Representing general practitioner and independent sector consultants in high-profile 
Inquests.  

 Successfully judicially reviewing a decision of the Coroner in the leading case of Siberry 
(citation below), which established that the Coroner was not entitled to rely on the findings 
of other investigative bodies in reaching determinations at inquest. 

 
Public Inquiries  
 

 Currently acting on behalf of the consultant neurologist at the centre of Northern Ireland’s 
largest patient recall and which has led to the establishment of the Independent 
Neurology Inquiry;  

 Represented the interests of 23 hospital clinicians at the Inquiry into Hyponatraemia 
Related Deaths;  

 Making detailed written submissions on behalf the consultant clinical microbiologist at the 
centre of the Vale of Leven Hospital Inquiry; 

 Defending the interests of a medical practitioner involved in the Cabin Hill Inquiry; 

 Advising clinicians involved in the Human Organs Inquiry.  
 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/jun/05/doctor-who-caused-decapitation-of-baby-free-to-return-to-work
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/jun/05/doctor-who-caused-decapitation-of-baby-free-to-return-to-work


 

Criminal 
 

 Representing multiple healthcare professionals in respect of investigations by the Police 
Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI) into allegations of gross negligence manslaughter, 
indecent assault, perjury, fraud and theft; and 

 Successfully defending criminal proceedings brought by the Public Prosecution Service 
in respect of multiple allegations of indecent assault against a general practitioner. 

 
Trust Disciplinaries  

 

 Defending the interests of, and representing clients on all aspects of Health and Social 
Care Trust Disciplinary procedures; 

 Successfully bringing breach of contract proceedings against a Heath and Social Care 
Trust arising from a prolonged suspension of a doctor. The doctor received significant 
damages.  

 
Regulation and Quality Improvement Authority 
  

 Advising clients, primarily dentists and residential care homes, in relation to enforcement 
action taken by the Regulation and Quality Improvement Authority;  

 
NI Public Services Ombudsman 
 

 Making representations on behalf of medical and dental practitioners who are the subject 
of investigation by the NI Public Services Ombudsman; 

 Part of the (successful) team involved in a UK Supreme Court case which subsequently 
defined the extent of the (limited) powers of the NI Commissioner for Complaints (now NI 
Public Services Ombudsman) to impose consolatory payments and to issue a ‘naming 
and shaming’ special report to the legislative assembly [In the matter of an application by 
JR55 for judicial review [2016] UKSC 22] 

 
Notable Judgments 
 
Khan v Western Health & Social Services Trust [GIL7891] 
 
This case addressed the circumstances in which a prolonged suspension of a hospital consultant 
may give rise to a claim for breach of contract.  
 
Siberry’s Application (2) [2008] NIQB 147 An Application for Judicial Review by Hazel Siberry 
 
This case established that the Coroner is not entitled to rely on the findings of other investigative 
bodies in reaching determinations at inquest. 
 
Ali v Belfast Health & Social Services Trust [2008] No. 101129 
 

This judgment clarified the level of representation to which a practitioner is entitled in HSC Trust 
disciplinary proceedings.  
 
Casey v The General Medical Council [2011] NIQB 95 
 
This oft cited case set out the obligation on tribunals not only to carefully examine inconsistencies 
in evidence when considering witness reliability and credibility but also, when relevant, to explain 



 

why a witness whose evidence includes serious inconsistencies has been preferred to other 
witnesses.    
 
Miller v The General Medical Council [2013] EWHC 1934 (Admin) 
 
This judicial review established that any departure from a practitioner’s right to a public hearing 
should be limited to that which is strictly necessary. This determination ensured the practitioner’s 
entitlement to open justice.   
 
In the matter of an application by JR55 for judicial review [2016] UKSC 22 
 
This Supreme Court case was important in establishing the extent of the Commissioner for 
Complaints’ powers to direct consolatory payments or lay special reports before the Northern 
Ireland assembly.  
 
Watt v British Broadcasting Corporation [2020] 
 
The judgment in this high profile matter addressed the competing interests between a 
practitioner’s right to privacy and the ‘public interest’ in publication of information relating to 
regulatory investigations.  
 
Client Testimonials 
 
Since 2007, Roger has been ranked Band 1 for Clinical Negligence in the Chambers UK Guide 
and is recognised as a Leading Individual for Clinical Negligence in the Legal 500. He is also a 
Band 1 ranked lawyer for Professional Discipline in Northern Ireland. For the most recent editions 
of these Guides, clients have provided the following testimonials: 
 
“Roger goes above and beyond to deliver for his clients and is an extremely shrewd lawyer." 
 
"Roger is very strong strategic thinker who is able to quickly grasp the nuances of challenging 
cases and formulate an effective plan." 
 
"He is approachable and a pleasure to work with."  
 
"He is fantastic, he goes above and beyond to deliver service at all hours of the day (and night!) 
and is extremely canny/robust – a great person to have in your corner." 
 
"Roger is technically astute and comes up with a cost-efficient strategy. He is good commercially 
and very user-friendly." "He is formidable and knowledgeable." 
  


